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Presentation Notes
 
Tonight, I intend to use the  name  “Carthage” , rather than “Mochuda”  - another name associated with Carthage.

According to Padraig O Riain in his book “Four Offaly Saints” -  Saint Carthage , who was born in Kerry, arrived in Lynally, Offaly  together with two other monks.

Carthage  arrived in   the area just before  600 in 594 as per “Stories from a Sacred Landscape”.

When they came to Colman (in Lynally), Carthage said: ‘Abbot, I wish to be one of your monks’. Colman replied: ‘You will be abbot of numerous monks and, God did not ordain for you to be a monk under the authority of another , for through you, many monks will serve God. Go, therefore, now to a nearby place called Rahan and stay there.

For a similar account of how Carthage became head of a community of monks at Rahan – See Plummer  Vitae, I, 177 $19.

Carthage  was evicted about 636 together with 867 of his followers and hospital patients. 

He travelled to Lismore in County Waterford and died within two years. 

Today, Saint Carthage is more associated with the more populist town  of Lismore which  has a population exceeding 1,200.


There is no doubt concerning the Greatness of Carthage’s reputation within the Early Irish Church. The only doubt is to where he spent his life when in Offaly.

Tonight’s talk examines the current “written history” of Carthage’s life at Rahan Demesne,  - in the left image above,  shown with its circular enclosure.

And, on the above right, is an image from Catherine Leavy Hickey’s excellent video, Rahan Looks Back. Catherines images will be seen a few times tonight and are a great help in illustrating tonight’s talk.

 The “Question Mark”  (?) in the title refers to new  research which throws doubt on whether Carthage ever resided on Rahan Demesne.









New Research
 on

Saint Carthage/Mochuda
at

“Churchlands” Rahan Demesne
and

“The Island”, Rahan.



Kilpatrick image CH

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This Image  was the greatest  “Present” I received during  this research. It and other images  were used in various parts of Catherine Hickey’s video “Rahan looks back”.  They are all part of one large map drawn by Catherine and are fantastic for a project  like this, because they are easy to understand in addition to being a work of art.
“Rahan Demesne”  is the place  where history has placed Carthage when he arrived in Rahan beside the Clodiagh River in  594
However, it is now being proposed that Carthage spent most of his time, if not all,  on “The Island, Rahan” also beside the beside the Clodiagh River, but further northwest in the townland of “Kilpatrick, The Island, Rahan”  (“Kilpatrick” meaning the Church of Patrick – Ireland’s Patron Saint).



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
First
A more detailed map is necessary to explain the region being covered by our new research. 

The map I have used now, is the arial map that is included in “Archaeology.ie” a Government website managed by the National Monuments Service and accessible for all to use free of charge. I have added to it, in order to assist local and visitors as to locations  mentioned. 

First of all- the “RED DOTS” indicate the location of an archaeological site and “BLUE DOTS” (if there any) – Architectural features. This facility is available for everywhere in Ireland.

The area enclosed by the YELLOW  marker can be viewed in various ways as follows:-

The Barony of Ballycowan
The Civil Parishes of Rahan and Lynally
The Roman Catholic Parish of Rahan, Mucklagh and The Island.
Part of the Church of Ireland Parishes of Tullamore, Clara, Tyrrellspass, and Rahan
Part of The Municipal District of Tullamore, County Offaly, Ireland.
I will probably use the word “Parish” most of the time unless it is necessary to be specific.
Zzzzzzzzz end of slide 4 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Most maps will be in the format North, South, East, West. Unless other indicated.

The next bit may feel like school-work but I think it is necessary to understand the research.  You do not have to memorise any of it, as I will use it later to refresh your memory. If I don’t, let me know, immediately.

In the South East is Mucklagh Village, which is the location of Mucklagh R.C church of St. Colman.

Just North of Mucklagh is “Lynally Early Christian Monastic site of Saint Colman” and the dotted Yellow line is “The Clodiagh River” a river that will be mentioned a few times tonight.
zzzzzzEnds this slide 5









Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The route of Carthage’s arrival in Offaly is  unknown. He had two companions with him that he had met on the way.  Carthage had decided to join Colman’s monastery  in Lynally. See location on map.

If they came from the area of the Slieve Blooms, they  may have followed  the Clodiagh River  from Clonasee area either on foot or using  a boat of some kind.  See Yellow dotted line  on the east of our map.

If they came from the west, they may have travelled  along an Esker  which would have been convenient to Lynally.  The Esker would have ended here. Part of this Esker can be seen from Kilcormack to Mucklagh, here.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The trees running from left to right are part of an esker between Blue Ball and Mucklagh. In the centre is a break in the Esker and in the next image are the contents of what an esker (or stream ) had gathered under  the ice which was 3 to 4 kilometres (1.9 to 2.5 mi) thick, during The Ice Age.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Contents of an Esker being worked on in 2023.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
At top is Tullamore river.

Lower down is Clodiagh River

At bottom is Lynally Monastic site of Saint Colman and Motte & Bailey with Mucklagh to the left.
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 Top Image – Aerial Image Of Lynally – St. Colman’s Monastery

Left Image of early Church with Antae i.e.  Side walls extending beyond West Gable.
Also Walled graveyard of 18th  century and not ancient as some descriptions have reported them.

1875 Image of Lynally Church. Not much different from what it looks like today.




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2023 and St Colmans Grave in foreground (per Folklore)
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Presentation Notes
Lynally Motte and Bailey – about 1200
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Presentation Notes
North again is the “Grand Canal” as a dotted White Line
North again is the “Tullamore River” as a dotted Blue line which joins the dotted Yellow line and becomes the “Clodiagh River” 
North again is “Esker Hills Golf Club”, home club of Shane Lorwey, Winner of the British Open.  More important to us is that an “Esker” is a sand and gravel deposit, created in the base of a river under a massive ice steet, which when melted left behind significant sand and gravel ridges which in themselves became midland routeways above the wetlands.
Notice the “Esker” running from the East towards the West.
Rahan is here
To Speed up things I intend to use the road from Rahan Demesne to The Island Rahan
We leave Rahan and cross over the “Clodiagh River” and pass the former site of the Jesuit Noviciate Tullabeg College and predecessor of Clongoes Wood College..
We pass through the “Esker” and come to a bridge over the “Silver River” which flows  west to join the Clodiagh River to form the Southern part of “The Island Rahan” – before the Clodiagh River flows on to the west to join The Brosna River which flows from Ballycumber in the North to South and forms the Western boundary of “The Island Rahan” before flowing off to the South.
Clara Bog forms the Nothern boundary of “The Island Rahan”.
A scant few word on the Island. Plenty of Archaeological “Red Dots” – Ring Forts, Enclosures, Holy Wells, etc. We will be coming back in much greater detail.
Before we leave this map. I must mention the Townland of Cornalaur. As you can see it is south of the Clodiagh River but faces into “The Island” and I think it has a significant part to play in tonight’s story.  




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We are back to this map again.

This time, its purpose is to explain one of the main reasons why historians may have been confused or missed entirely where Carthage’ s monastic was in  this area.

The area within the solid Yellow marker is  usually called “Rahan” and may always have been called “Rahan”.

When Cathage arrived in Lynally, Colman informed him that he was destined for greater things. Carthage was told he should go to “Rahan” and there he would find a bundle of rods where he should start his own monastery. 

As far as I know, there is no exact location as to where Carthage was sent by Colman. 

Until recently, the location of Rahan Monastic site was always considered to be on the townsland of Rahan Demesne – which is here on the map , with plenty of “Red Dots”.




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We must return again to our map.

Northwest of Mucklagh is Killina, the location of the main Roman Catholic Parish Church. The church Saint Carthage.

Killina is also the site of Killina Secondary School and the now recently vacant Presentation Convent, which was central to the life of the area since.1802?.

North again, when the bridge of the Grand Canal is crossed over we are in townland of “Rahan Demesne” – location now of The The Church of Ireland, Rahan.

Rahan is located on the Clodiagh River




Shafts of Light  - 2007

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In 2006 I was asked to “Chair”  a sub- committee, named Rahan Heritage Group” which was a  sub group of Rahan Community.
In 2007 a booklet  of eight pages was published  by  Rahan History and Heritage Group. The booklet was titled  “Rahan – Shafts of Light on Old-World Monastic Life” .

 It was a  reprint  from “The Midland  Tribune” of a lecture delivered by Seamus Fenton on May 14th 1937.  Together with then current 2007 images of Rahan Monastic site.

It is an excellent summary  of the current understanding  in 1937 of Carthages life  in the townland now known as “Rahan Demesne” – 594 AD to 635 AD  when Carthage was expelled  from Rahan to Lismore, County Waterford where he died in 636 AD.

This leaflet is out of print but a copy can be found at Monasticway.com. 

And it clearly anchors Carthage to Rahan Demesne. 

How wrong could we have been?



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Rahen Church of Ireland today. Point out notice board on left.
Notice board refer to Carthage refounding the monastery of  Calemacus wwho was directed by Saint Patrick to build a church in Rahan.

Image on Notice Board






2007

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In 2008 a 92 page Conservation Plan Rahan was published  a 92 page Conservation Plan Rahan funded by Offaly County Council, the Heritage Council, and Offaly Historical and Archaeological Society.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The plan included the now Iconic Image of Rahan. 





A Conservation Plan prepared by Howley Hayes Architects
(A copy of this plan can be downloaded for free at

https://www.offaly.ie/eng/Services/Heritage/Documents/Rahan_Conservation_Plan.pdf)

A couple of relevant quotations from the Conservation Plan (2007), together with our 
comments :-
1. “According to the hagiographer Tirechan, writing around 688-693, Camelacus was 

appointed by Patrick to establish a monastery at Rahan in the fifth century. In this 
account we are told that - he sent  Camelacus of the Comienses to Mag Cumi and with 
his finger pointed out to him the place from the hill of Granard, that is the church of 
Raithen”. (page 26).
My Comment : If  Camelacus set up the first church in “Rahan Demesne” in the 5th 

century and Carthage re-established  his monastery on the same site in 594 AD,  why is 
there  a townland named Kilpatrick (church of Patrick) on “The Island  Rahan” ? 
2. “Most of the published material on Rahan is now out of date and is not in keeping with 
the current research (2007) that has been carried out by various Art History Departments 
of Universities in Ireland and abroad”. (page 69)

My Comment :  It would appear therefore that 2023  might be a good time to review  
Rahan’s past.



A Conservation Plan prepared by Howley Hayes Architects

3. “The setting of the Church of St. Carthage is of considerable cultural significance, 
being the site of the original enclosure to the Monastery of Rahan founded in the 
fifth century”. (page 11).
My Comment :  The cultural significance of Rahan is not in question. But  “the     

original enclosure” is certainly  under review in 2023.

4. “The Book of Rahan -  According to Petrie”, in his book the  Ecclesiastical 
Architecture of Ireland written in 1845” etc. etc. (page 50).
My Comment :  A copy of this book is in the library of Offaly Historical and          

Archaeological Society (O.H.A.S. “Offaly History”). Excellent index that  provides   much 
of interest on Rahan.

5. An important source of information on Rahan  and other monastic sites in Offaly is  
Offaly County Council’s publication (2006)  “Stories  from a  Sacred Landscape -  
Croghan Hill to Clonmacnoise”  by Caimin O’Brien. 

Quotations  together with our comments (continued) :-



Draft  of Preliminary Phase

My opinions formed, after many years  of research, are the following : -
1.  Saint Patrick , when standing on the Hill of  Granard in County Longford,  sent 
Camelacus, to  Rahan  to establish a church.  Date would have been between 432 
and 500.  (Say 450). Camelacus was a disciple of Patrick and/or a Bishop.
2. When  Carthage visited  Saint Colman of Lynally in  595, nearly 150 years later. 
Colman told  him that his destiny  was to  establish a monastery in Rahan, and that 
he would find a bundle of timber rods and on that spot he should set up his 
monastery.  But there is no exact  location  in Rahan mentioned by Colman and 
Rahan is a large area, about the same size as Barory of Ballycowan is today.
3. The current  proposition is that  Carthage went to  “The Island, Rahan”,  to the 
townland now known as Kilpatrick i.e the Church of Patrick.  And there Carthage  
continued  to build on  the work of Camelacus until, 636, when he was expelled, 
and went to Lismore in County Waterford.

4. Finally, I am here this evening, because I believe Saint Carthage’s Monastic Site  
was probably never  established at Rahan.
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Presentation Notes
Rahan is here

To Speed up things I intend to use the road from Rahan Demesne to The Island Rahan

We leave Rahan and cross over the “Clodiagh River” and pass the former site of the Jesuit Noviciate Tullabeg College and predecessor of Clongoes Wood College..

We pass through the “Esker” and come to a bridge over the “Silver River” which flows  west to join the Clodiagh River to form the Southern part of “The Island Rahan” – before the Clodiagh River flows on to the west to join The Brosna River which flows from Ballycumber in the North to South and forms the Western boundary of “The Island Rahan” before flowing off to the South

Clara Bog forms the Nothern boundary of “The Island Rahan”

A scant few word on the Island. Plenty of Archaeological “Red Dots” – Ring Forts, Enclosures, Holy Wells, etc. We will be comip. ng back in much greater detail.

Before we leave this map. I must mention the Townland of Cornalaur. As you can see it is south of the Clodiagh River but faces into “The Island” and I think it has a significant part to play in tonight’s story.  

Cast
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The Book of Rahan 





The Book of Rahan 
Internet access- https://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/

In the early 1980s  “The Book of Rahan” was practically unknown  in the local community.  By 
good luck a snippet was overheard, on Radio Eireann  about Callan, County Kilkenny, which 
included the magic words “Book of Rahan”. After many years of intermittent research  the story 
of our  early history  can now be illuminated.

It appears that the new 
combined manuscripts  
was called “The Book 
of Pottlerath”  after 
the location of the 
Butlers.  The book’s 
ownership changed as 
follows .
Sir George Carew

SirThomas Wentworth

Archbishop William 
Laud of Canterbury  
who bequeathed it to 
the Bodlein Library 
Oxford in 1636 on the 
condition that it did 
not leave the library.

The Book of Rahan  (Laud Misc 610 Bodleian Library Oxford). This book is of greater 
significance  to the local community than previously  thought.  

In the 15th century,  The Butlers owned a castle in Pottlerath, a townland not far from Callan 
in County Killkenny. The Butlers organised their scribes to copy various Manuscripts and 
combine them together into  one bound Manuscript. 

The original manuscripts are missing.



The Book of Rahan 
Internet access- https://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/

In the early 1980s “The Book of Rahan” was practically unknown in the local community. By
good luck a snippet was overheard, on Radio Eireann about Callan, County Kilkenny, which
included the magic words “Book of Rahan”. After many years of intermittent research the story
of our early history can now be illuminated.

It appears that the new 
combined manuscripts  
was called “The Book 
of Pottlerath”  after 
the location of the 
Butlers.  The book’s 
ownership changed as 
follows .
Sir George Carew

SirThomas Wentworth

Archbishop William 
Laud of Canterbury  
who bequeathed it to 
the Bodlein Library 
Oxford in 1636 on the 
condition that it did 
not leave the library.

The Book of Rahan  (Laud Misc 610 Bodleian Library Oxford). This book is of greater 
significance  to the local community than previously  thought.  

In the 15th century,  The Butlers owned a castle in Pottlerath, a townland not far from Callan 
in County Killkenny. The Butlers organised their scribes to copy various Manuscripts and 
combine them together into  one bound Manuscript. 

The original manuscripts are missing.
The manuscripts copied by the scribes were  -  (“ff. “  Modern equivalent = “page “)

1.  Leabhar na Ratha  (the Book of Pottlerath) (ff. 1-58 ) written in 1453/4 for Edmund Butler.  
• The pages  (“ff”) referring to Rahan  seem to be  6r, 6v, 7r, 7v, 8r, 8v, 9r, 9v, 10r, 10v,
• The “r” after a number signifies a right hand page. e.g sequence above.
• The “v” after a number signifies the reverse page of the “r”  number

2. Book of the White Earl (ff. 59-72) written 1410 x 1452 for James Butler 4th Earl of Ormond, 
also known as the White Earl.

3. Leabhar na Ratha (the Book of Pottlerath) (ff. 73-122) written in 1453/4 for Edmund Butler.
4. Book of the White Earl (ff. 123-146) written 1410 x 1452 for James Butler 4th Earl of Ormond.



This booke is a famous coppie of a greate 
                  part of Salter Cashel, the booke of S

t Mochuda of Rathin & Lismore and
                   the chronicles of Conga etc.

Bnbvfggh  vgb

Suggested Name to use : 

        Laud Misc. 610  (Book of Rahan and Lismore)

Note inserted inside front cover of Laud Misc. 610 in 1673 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Note added in 1673 when book was being added to Bodeian Library in Oxford
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Image from Book of Rahan



Images from Book of Rahan  - Bodli

6r 7v 8r

8v 9r 9v          and        10r

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The 147 pages have never been completely translated.
I think about a dozen pages may  have to do with Rahan.
Highlight pages 9v and 10r. Next slide
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Image from Book of Rahan which Petrie identifies as referring to Rahan.



Image ex Book of Rahan
Pages relevant to Rahan in 

Laud Misc 610

It has been difficult to get  an exact fix on how 
many pages of the  Laud Misc 610 refer to Rahan.
Written in Gaelic (Irish) and Latin.

From research done to date the following pages 
appear to refer to Rahan.

6r, 7v, 8r,  8v, 9r, 9v, 10r,   maybe moreover 

Page 354 George Petrie – Essay on the Round Towers of Ireland etc (1845)
“He (Constantine) then carried this wealth with him to Cell Belaigh, in 
Magh Constantine, for this was one of the churches of Ua Suanaigh, and 
the whole of Magh Constantine  belonged to him.” 

There is a copy of this Book in Offaly History

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Slide tells it all
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Page of Petrie book
The last two lines are repeated in many articles and are familiar to many historians.
“He” is a man named “Constantine”. So it is  then “Constantine” etc Ad Lib an explanation.  He cleared land and made a plain (Magh), built streets,, more about them later.
. 
Petrie also includes a description of a church being built out of a 1,000 planks of wood.
On The Island Rahan, perhaps?




Pottlerath is in the Electoral Division of Kilmanagh, in Civil 
Parish of Kilmanagh, in the Barony of Crannagh, in the County 
of Kilkenny

The Irish name for Pottlerath is Ráth an Photaire

Thomas (“Black Tom”) Butler,            
10th Earl of Ormond

https://kilkennyarchaeologicalsociety.ie/the-book-of-pottlerath/

It appears that the new combined manuscript including the “Book of Rahan” was 
called “The Book of Pottlerath”  after the location of the Butlers.

http://www.slieveardagh.com/history/pottlerath-gortfree

Pottlerath  websites that are useful.

https://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/objects/cb909a51-5acd-4fee-95ec-
51ff09b87676/surfaces/a0197fe5-da5c-4cf5-8db7-5b6de2b7de18/

https://www.townlands.ie/kilkenny/kilmanagh2/
https://www.townlands.ie/kilkenny/kilmanagh1/
https://www.townlands.ie/kilkenny/crannagh/
https://www.townlands.ie/kilkenny/
http://www.slieveardagh.com/history/pottlerath-gortfree/
http://www.slieveardagh.com/history/pottlerath-gortfree/
http://www.slieveardagh.com/history/pottlerath-gortfree/


Constantine a king of Raithen.

The plain  (Magh) of Constantine is described as being “on the bank  of the Brosna 
but its extent is uncertain. What it does seem to have  had is “streets” paved with 
unusually large long stones  (laid horizontally )…………..they may be found by the 
archaeologists.

The late (d. 2017) Donnchadh O  Corrain Professor of Medieval History, U.C.C. wrote  a 
seven page article on Cell Belaigh,  a dependent  church of Rahan.
“The stony Vikings of Cell Belaig” in  “Above and Beyond” Essays in memory of Leo Swan.

O Corrain writes – As far as I can tell Cell Belaigh, “church of the route”, is unidentified, unless it 
is Killavally townland in the parish of Newtown,  in Co. Westmeath.

It is my opinion that  Cell Belaigh could be identified  with the “The  Island Rahan” or possibly 
“Rahan Demesne”.  Archaeology may locate the “streets” on either  locations. This possibility is 
examined later in this talk.



End of Book of Rahan





Re Imagining Carthage/Mochuda - Rahan

Carthage’s possible requirements for a location : - 

Safety. 

A friendly inhabitant that might provide a piece of land. 

Surrounded by water - but on an elevated site, not liable to flooding in winter.
 
Access to a routeway.  Near an esker. 

When re-imagining Rahan, consideration was given to where and what, might a 
person require for establishing a new monastery. 

The Island may  have been Ideal, even in 600. 



When considering the re-imagining of Carthage and Rahan it was necessary to
study where he located his first church in the area .
Padraig O Riain in his “Four Offaly Saints “ tells us that when Mochuda/Carthage
arrived in Colman Eala (Lynally Offaly) to join Colman, Colman told Carthage “Go,
therefore, now to a nearby place called Rahan and stay there”.
Unfortunately Rahan is a large area and, while Carthage may have been given
exact instructions, we have no details of an exact location. 

Re Imagining Carthage/Mochuda - Rahan

Carthage’s possible requirements for a location : - 
Safety. A friendly inhabitant that might provide a piece of land. Surrounded by 
water - but on an elevated site, not liable to flooding in winter. Access to a 
routeway.  Near an esker. 

When re-imagining Rahan, consideration was given to where and what, might a 
person require for establishing a new monastery. 
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Granard – Motte Mound 
with statute  of St. Patrick.

R. C. Church, Granard, 
County Longford, Ireland.

Slieve Blooms from Hill of Granard with Rahan  intervening in the distance,

“Saint Patrick appointed Camelacus and with his finger pointed out to him  
the place from the hill of Granard, that is  the church of Raithen.”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is Granard today, from where Saint Patrick, in about 450 , started the sequence of events that resulted in our church of St Patrick being build on the Island, Rahan
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Notice hill of Granard behind R C Church



Kilpatrick image CH

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Townland of Kilpatrick on the Island, Rahan. Not far from Rahan Demesne



Off-Map
Colman and Lyna

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Aerial Image with Kilpatrick marked in purple. The red dot at the top end of Kilpatrick is the site of an enclosure that could contain the remains of one of the earliest Christian church in Offaly?  Many Ireland?
Point our the other coloured landmarks.



On page 102/103 in the “The Irish Ringfort” - Stout’s text and Figure 29 Barony of 
Garrycastle,  became significant  and “The Irish Ringfort” became essential reading to 
understand this project. 

- Mochuda(i.e. Carthage) described the low-lying landscape of Rahan  in the following 
terms:- “Glorious  Rahan, evident its riches. Above the cleared forest of the tribe of Erc:
        “ This  is what I compare Rahan to, to a meadow of the plain of heavan”. 

On page 128 In “The Irish Ringfort”  (1997) Matthew Stout quotes Plummer (Bethada 
Naem nErenn, CELT: Corpus of Electronic Texts.) as follows:-

Question 1 –  Maybe not describing “low-lying landscape” of present day Rahan 
Demesne but “The Island, Rahan” see below answer to question 2.
 Question 2 - Could the above quotation describe an area on the Island?  Maybe Cluain 
Caoin  or  Clonkeen ,   which is a much forgotten  area of land alongside the River Brosna 
towards the  north west of The Island. 
Also known as the “Island of Clonkeen”.

Aimsir Chaoin. clement  weather

Matthew Stout is a Cartographer and a  Historical Geographer

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read Text



Matthew Stout’s 
“Offaly History & Society”
Page 64 Fig 2.16 
The Barony of Ballycowan, 
settlement and topography.

The Island

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read next two Slide 36 and 37 as note to Slide 35. 


Point out Rahan and Lynally




Stout‘s Chapter two in “Offaly History & Society” (1998) also became significant, as it majors on 
Ballycowan Barony. It is a true gem as it inspired an examination of the possibility that “The Island – 
Rahan” was where Colman sent Carthage to develop his own Monastic Heritage.

Stout – Chapter Two “Offaly History & Society” pages 63/64/65 
Fig. 2.16 and Fig 2.17

“Offaly History & Society” (1998)

Fig. 2.16 shows four ringforts in the north-west described on page 63  - “ Only 
two high status Cluster 3 ringforts  are found in Ballycowan. These are on an 
‘island’ of higher ground lying above 61 m in the north-west and are found in 
association with a ‘typical’ Cluster 5 ringfort and a Cluster 4 site”.
 Stout also shows  an ecclesiastical site in the north-west  but makes no direct 
comment on it. 
My Comment
This ecclesiastical site is quite probably the site founded on Kilpatrick townland  

by Camelacus as directed by Patrick -  THE TARGET OF THIS STUDY.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read note Slide “Offaly History & Society” 1998




The focus then became “The Island – Rahan”.

 All research to date (August 2023), without exception, has pointed positively to 
the fact that  “The Island  Rahan” could be Carthage’s  location until he departed 
to Lismore.

Point out Rahan, and Lynally



Offaly Historical and Archaeological Society (“Offaly History”)

At an early stage of the research  it  was thought  advisable to approach Offaly 
Historical and Archaeological Society (“Offaly History”) for assistance , as and 
when necessary.  Offaly History were agreeable to be associated with the  
“The Island” project.  

To date they have only  been approached for access to  their library in Bury 
Quay, Tullamore and have been made aware of the outline  of our initial  
research. Their archives could be a significant source of information.

Offaly History have kindly provided the projector for tonights talk.

Their members, being a focused group, could  offer valuable advice  and 
guidance as the project progresses.



Image of members of Rahan History and 
Heritage Group on a visit to the Island in 
2008 (?)



Having reviewed our research to date, it was now 
necessary to communicate our findings to  the local 
Community in an ordered manner. There was a convincing 
argument to set up a sequence to deliver our information 
and welcome feedback. It is believed that, “Folk Memory” 
with a targeted plan, could elicit responses  which might be 
impossible to obtain within a few years.

Suggested  sequence of meetings  - 
1st   :  Small group that have been aware of initial research. ( Approx numbers  : 15)
This meeting was held at end of March 2023. Made up of mainly Islanders.  I spoke for an hour and 15  
minutes and they spoke  for an hour and 15 minutes. Perfect
2nd   :  It was agreed to set up a public meeting to spread the Research to date.  Tonight’s Talk is the 
outcome.
 The community in Ballycumber should not be forgotten. It seems  to have always been close to The Island  
e.g  Ballycumber Post Office used to deliver  letters etc. to part of the Island.



When  our research was first discussed with Seamus Boland and  he was told that  Carthage’s 
monastery had “streets” in it, Seamus said that the “Cul de Sacs”  where he lived on the west side of 
the road through the Island were always called “Streets”. Our first “Proof”  that Carthage may have set 
up on “The Island”. 
 “Cell Belig” above, is mentioned in “The Book of Rahan” and our research could assist in verifying its 
location.  It would  significant if our research identifies its location on The Island.
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When  our research was first discussed with Seamus Boland and  he was told that  Carthage’s monastery had “streets” in it, Seamus said that the “Cul de Sacs”  where he lived on the west side of the road through the Island were always called “Streets”. Our first “Proof”  that Carthage may have set up on “The Island”. 
 “Cell Belig” above, is mentioned in “The Book of Rahan” and our research could assist in verifying its location.  It would  significant if our research identifies its location on The Island.




When members of Rahan History and Heritage Group visited the Island in 
2008?? Sheamus  Boland told us there was a village in this area.
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Ad Lib



This image of Clonmacnoise shows recent flooding and how it changes the 
landscape.  The Island, Rahan with its three rivers -  Brosna, Clodiagh and Silver 
and also Clara Bog  may have had a similar look 1,500 years ago.
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Presentation Notes
The reason this image is shown is because I have a difficulty in coming to a conclusion as to what may have been the “Main Route” into Kilpatrick Church area.

The wide line going from the South East to the North West is the modern road across the Island Rahan with the road to Clara branching off to the North East. 

It is important to know the date of this road and why it splits the townland of Ballina in two. 

It is also strange that the modern road runs parrell to the hedgerow  between the townlands of Ballina and Kilpatrick – for much of its length? The distance between the modern road and the townland boundary seems to be one field in width?  Maybe The Grand Jury records will throw some light on this area.

It might be too simple to think that where Kilpatricks Eastern boundary meets the Clodiagh and is only a short distance from where the Esker Hill Esker is nearly at its lowest point – that this may have been a major access point to Kilpatrick?

But only time will tell!




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Cornalaur. Laur is a derivative of Lobhair Gaelic word for Leper or Sickness. 

It would  appear that modern historians are of the opinion that Leprosy was not in Ireland ie early Christian time but may (but only may) have arrived in the early 13 th century. 
The following two slides which are from the 1937 book by Father Carthage O.C.S.O. Mount Melleray in his 13century Life of Saint Carthage.  Thses views have also appeared in the 21st century historical articials and books,
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More on “Leper”



Area outlined in Black is Townland of Kilpatrick on The Island. Source Map – O.S.   

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now we are getting to really good stuff! Most of the following Maps need to be viewed on Archaeology.ie

Cur na laur and pathway from Cur na laur to Kilpatrick
Bridge over Clodiagh from Cur na Laur to Kilpatrick
Red dot maybe marks the spot of the original Church of Patrick, Camelacus and Carthage
Pre reformation
Glebe or Rectory
Two Holy Wells
Maybe another Church

Reformation
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Ringfort - rath
A roughly circular or oval area surrounded by an earthen bank with an external fosse. Some examples have two (bivallate) or three (trivallate) banks and fosses, but these are less common and have been equated with higher status sites belonging to upper grades of society. They functioned as residences and/or farmsteads and broadly date from 500 to 1000 AD. See Ringfort - cashel for stone equivalent.

Fosse  - a long , narrow trench or excavation, especially in  a fortifation.





Fosse  - a long , narrow trench or excavation, especially in  a fortifation.

Ringfort - rath
A roughly circular or oval area surrounded by an earthen bank with an 
external fosse. Some examples have two (bivallate) or three (trivallate) 
banks and fosses, but these are less common and have been equated with 
higher status sites belonging to upper grades of society. They functioned as 
residences and/or farmsteads and broadly date from 500 to 1000 AD. See 
Ringfort - cashel for stone equivalent.
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R.C. Chapel marked
No School
Ringfort visible
Hedgerow marked



 
Glebe marked
Which O.S. map
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No RC church. Blown down in “The Big Wind” of 1839.
Relationship of Current St Patricks Church (blue Dot) to Ringfort  (Red Dot)– possibility 5th century Church. 
Glebe now Rectory
Island School
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In the same field as the current Roman Catholic  Church can be clearly seen the Ringfort/Enclosure that may be Camelacus’s Monastery, later refounded by Carthage.
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EskerHills Eskershows up in two areas very close to Kilpatrick townland on the Island.  It should not be missed that it is not too far away from Rahan Demesne either!
Silver River
Clodiagh River
Possible crossing point of Clodiagh to Hedgerow to Ring fort of Church
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Holy Wells – filled in.
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Bottom Image
High ground – Green, yellow and Red  - Esker
Silver River and Clodiagh joining together.
Top Left- on the right
High ground at centre of the Island

Top Right
Current Road intersects high ground with a portion of high ground remaining on west side of the road where Ringfort and current St Patrick now stands.







There has been a self imposed embargo on distributing informatiom, 
except where it was essential to discuss with others in order to move 
Preliminary  Section to completion. 

There has been, within the researchers, a sensitiveness to inform the
community on the Island, in the first instance, followed by the wider local
community, followed by the general community at large. 

There is a wish to inform all the local community, as soon as possible, in 
order to present our Prelimiary Study as part of 2023 National Heritage 
Week. – starting on Saturday  xxxxxx    August 2023.  

A plan will then be prepared  to involve  every interested  person in the  
Second  part of our Study.
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More work needs to be done on Logainm,ie on these “Archival Records”.




1. Drone images of Kilpatrick  follow. All images taken  from Kilpatrick townland,

2. Following the drone images, Extra Images Available  as added Images
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Red line shows direct line of sight from Granard to Rahan
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Drone view from rear of Church – site of ringfort canne clearly seen. – between the poles and to the right etc
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A similar view as previously but also shows the house on the left  which partially hides a tree.

In the area where the tree now stands is the site where a R.C. Church is marked on the 1838 map but not appearing on many future maps – due to fact that it was reputed to have been destroyed in the Big Wind of 1839.
The site and house  is on the south side of Deerpark (Road or Street!) and was owned by the Catholic Church and in which various “Schoolmasters” resided until sold. 
The garden portion of the  site will require close examination as to its condition.



Presenter Notes
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This view from St Patricks Church, all the way down to the Clodiagh River is a revalation of a previous image. 
Ballina townland on the left

Then the road running through the Island.

Then more of Ballina townland – about one field wide.

Then the hedgerow separating Ballina from Kilpatrick.

Further west and down three or four fields, is where the two Holy well are situated.

Further west is townland of Deerpark.

So much work to do !!!!!!!!!!
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Red Marker indicates Granard County Longford and where Camelacus got his instructions from SaintPatrick.

Some interesting archaeology with a couple of fields?
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In addition to the main ringford, there appears to be other “circles” and there are boulders in the hedgerows.



In the 1930 , The Government  requested  all Primary  Schools to ask  their school 
children to collect from their Parents and Grand  Parents all the  folklore/history they  
could  and write in down or bring into the Head of the school. 
Certain ideas were suggested  as suitable subjects. 
University College Dublin  now holds the complete  Schools Collection plus much 
more. 
I  had a quick look at Rahan School but found no Gems but that does not mean there 
are not any. 

But I found  a few Gems on the Island  School that relate to tonight’s talk.

References to the “Hand of Patrick” having been carvered on stones.



The Island, Rahan - A Meadow of the Plain of Heaven

Project Name

Original                      Suggested

“This is what I compare Rahen to,
   To a meadow of the plain of heaven”

Based on  what Mochuda (Carthage) sang when being expelled from Rahen –

Bethada Naem nErenn - Plummer
(Lives of Irish Saints)



The Images from here to the end are just “Bits and 
Pieces” that may have some interest.

There are also some duplicates
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More work needs to be done on Logainm,ie on these “Archival Records”.


















The Island, Rahan - A Meadow of the Plain of Heaven

Project Name

Suggested

“This is what I compare Rahen to,
   To a meadow of the plain of heaven”

Based on  what Mochuda (Carthage) sang when being expelled from Rahen –

Bethada Naem nErenn - Plummer
(Lives of Irish Saints)





Ballycumber  : 
North West  corner 

Off-Map
Colman and Lynally

Killina : South East Corner

Rahan

Kilpatrick 

Lynally Off-map



Darrell – Comments on Black outline of Kilpatrick Townland  - Slide  38
 

1. RED dots  are Archaeological features
2. BLUE dots are Architectural features
3. Clodiagh River – Southern boundary
4. Silver River – Boundary of The Island to 

South East. It comes down from the north 
to join  the Clodiagh River  and continues 
West as the Clodiagh River to join the 
significant River Brosna which forms the 
Western boundary of The Island at 
Ballycumber

5. More
6. more



Saint Carthage
and

 his life spent
 on 

The Island, Rahan, Offaly
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